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carried twenty pieces of heavy artillery and were between 150 and
140 tons burden.

Master Watts, a rich merchant [left?] with (p. 40) three vessels
of 100 to 150 tons burden. These are the best ships afloat and carry
some 300 men, 22 pieces of the best artillery made, the four pieces at
the bows being brass.. .*

Document No. g%2
[Juan de Texeda to the House of Trade, Havana, August
i6[-2i], 1592]
(p. i) . . . On the 12th there arrived an advice-boat sent out by
General Luis Flores which brought the despatches for His Majesty
which are forwarded herewith and an order to me to send them on
at once. He wanted to know conditions here.
This boat put in at Batabano, twelve leagues from here on the
south side, and it is a very good thing that it did so, for had it come
directly to this port it would have been lost since for the last 48 days
nineteen large ships and four small vessels have lain off the harbour:
that is, from the eve of Saint Peter's which was June 28, to the eve of
Our Lady of August's day.3
I consider the delay of the frigates to be indubitably the best
course. Otherwise they would certainly meet with mishap, given the
vigilance and strength of these enemies.
As for the New Spain fleet, I had already assured its safety by
sending Martin Perez word not to leave until this coast should be
free; and he has acted accordingly. The frigates have been saved
by similar advice for I had also warned them concerning these
enemy ships and their purpose, which warning I sent out from the
same port of Batabano4 on the i4th of the present month.
The organization and strength of these heretics is thirteen heavy
ships and a pinnace. Not a single day have they failed to tack to and
fro off this harbour and so close in that I have been obliged to use
1 Captain Robert told the governor of Raleigh's and Cumberland's activities;
that Drake had been summoned to court (cf. Corbett, op, rit.9 n, p. 370 and note a);
that Don Antonio's son would be ransomed, etc., etc.
1 A. de /., 42-1-10/5, Gontratael<5n 5110. i pliego, original.          * August 15,
4 Spelled Matamano in both places in this document.
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